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Next year is the twentieth anniversary of Save Our Seine. A generation has 
passed since the neighbours of Egerton Road asked their local politicians what 
could be done about the almost dry riverbed in their backyards. This summer 
there were bulldozers on the Seine removing contaminated soil from riverbanks 
in St. Boniface in the north and improving Seine River water flow in Grande 
Pointe to the south. The previous generation of SOS Board Members had lob-
bied almost two decades ago for those projects to happen. Today, young engi-
neers watch over these multi-million dollar works for private industry, for the 
Province and for Save Our Seine itself. Today SOS benefits from the talents of 
young professionals as well as from old canoeists and foresters.  
 
SOS is now a doting grandparent, taking pride in the many young people who take individual 
action from organizing riverbank cleanups at their workplace to picking up litter at their schools. 
Next year we have our usual activities planned, things like putting an Urban Green Team on the 
river or organizing a Jane’s Day Walk, but we hope to put on activities to bring our older mem-
bers together with our younger members to share stories of past accomplishments. 2010 will be 
a year of remembrance, of celebration, and of looking to the future and for new directions for 
Save Our Seine. Watch our website and our spring newsletter for more information. As Winni-
peg celebrates its homecoming, let’s also celebrate one of Winnipeg’s premiere environmental 
organizations, SOS. We hope to see you in 2010. 

From the desk of the president 
David Watson—SOS President 

www.saveourseine.com 

Volunteers Needed!  
Save Our Seine is always in need of volunteers. Our supporters seem to be right at home with 

the thick mud of the stubborn Seine because we always have tremendous turnout for our 
greenings and cleanings. But SOS needs help with a variety of projects year round, including 
making those events happen. If any of the projects in this newsletter sound interesting please 

contact us. Our board is made up entirely of volunteers who have day jobs and families, and we 
could use talented volunteers especially in the areas of: 

• Fundraising 

• Events Coordination 

• Administrative support 

• Membership administration 

• Graphic Design 

If these or any of the projects in this newsletter sound interesting please contact us:  

saverouseine@gmail.com or 470-9247 

This newsletter is printed with generous support from the  
Manitoba Hydro Environmental Partnership Fund. 
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Thanks to Manitoba Education and to Casera Credit Un-
ion Save Our Seine fielded another successful Green 
Team for 12 weeks in 2009.  After almost two decades 
are there many differences between the first SOS 
Green Team and today’s team of committed young 
people? The Green Team still spends hundreds of hours 
tearing apart logjams, pulling mattresses and bicycles 
from the river, watering new trees and bagging floating 
garbage. Yet changes are there if you have the time to 
notice. 

Three of the four member 2009 Green Team, including 
the two team leaders, were young women. That is a 
change. 

They spent a day in the Bois-des-esprits forest learning 
about plant identification from a university graduate 
student. That is a change. 

They researched and presented a talk on the river and 
the environment to local school children. That is a 
change. 

They wrote a safety and policy manual on violence and 
sexual harassment in the workplace. That is a change. 

They have cell phones to carry with them on the river. 
That is a change. 

They have a van to carry themselves, their canoes and 
their tools along the 25k urban Seine. That is a change. 

They took professional chainsaw training from Tree-
wise, a Manitoba Hydro certified trainer. That is a 
change.  

There are probably lots of other changes that even we 
cannot detect. Changes big and small are part of Save 
Our Seine and its Urban Green Team. If this seems to 
be yet another SOS newsletter, read again. Like us all, 
SOS is changing yet again. 

Will there be a SOS Green Team 
in 2020? You can count on it. 

Special thanks to David Lutes and 
Treewise for their assistance with 
our Green team training! 

Top: 2009 Green Team with SOS President Dave Watson 
and the Tree-Wise instructor David Lutes 
Middle: Our Green Team Van 
Bottom:  A van?! Maybe we need a dump truck 

Green Team 2009 
David Watson—SOS President 

www.saveourseine.com 
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South St Vital trail Announcement 

Quarter million dollars from 3 levels of Government 

David Watson—SOS President 

On October the 15th over 40 Winnipeggers met in the dining room of the new Seine River Retirement 
Residence to hear a long awaited announcement. It was a very happy occasion. A quarter of a million dol-
lars had been allocated by 3 levels of government to finally build the Seine River Greenway South Trail. 
This 1.8K gravel trail will connect riverbank residents in South St. Vital, residents of River Park South and 
rural Winnipeggers to the shopping centre at Southglen Blvd. and to the Bois-des-esprits forest in Royal-
wood. Another quarter million trail built just last year in the B-D-E will connect this rapidly growing area 
to the Bishop Grandin Greenway Trail, an East-West link that will allow cyclists to travel to Fort Whyte, 
the Assiniboine Forest and even to the town of Headingley. MP Rod Bruinooge, MLA Kerri Irvin –Ross and 
City Councillor Gord Steeves all spoke of the benefits of trails for healthy living, community development 
and the environment. They represented three political parties, and yet they all were in total agreement. 
This was not a tough crowd for this news.  There was much applause. A pair of deer browsed outside the 
picture windows. This was a timely announcement for this rapidly developing area on the banks of a sen-
sitive eco-system. 

   Some would say this process began in September. The Federal and Manitoba governments partnered 
with dozens of municipalities and towns to make infrastructure announcements of the sort one would ex-
pect just before an election call.  One set of initiatives within the boundaries of the City of Winnipeg stood 
out from the usual gymnasiums and sewage lagoons that one might expect. The 3 levels of government 
announced 37 projects with the City of Winnipeg, 37 projects that deal with active transportation, which 
essentially means funding ways of getting from Point A to Point B without turning any form of ignition 
switch. You walk or you bike it, but you don’t drive it. 

   This process did not begin September. It actually began over a decade ago. 

   In 1999 Save Our Seine (SOS) got the funding to build a walking trail from Provencher Blvd. south to 
Youville Street in Old St. Boniface. The trail was built on and alongside the riverbank of the Seine River in 
an industrial section most noted as a dumping ground. The old City of St. Boniface had tipped old curbs 
and sidewalks over the bank into the river channel for many years. The place was a dump in the true 
sense. Still, nature didn’t seem to mind. Benign neglect had caused a thin ribbon of vegetation and wild-
life to survive alongside the small, forgotten river hidden behind the factories. The members of SOS liter-
ally wrestled the slabs of concrete out of the way to build a narrow nature path. Bicyclists were never 
really considered at the time, they were not to be allowed on the narrow path with its many blind corners. 
Contrarian bicyclists being who they are, they quickly adopted the trail as one of their favourite paths in 
St. Boniface on the way to Whittier Park. 

   At that same time SOS members living in rapidly growing South St. Vital walked the fallow fields held 
by land speculators on the banks of the Seine. One B.C. speculator rented his land to the infamous Bob-
cat Bill, a local character who ran an illegal dump with his wild sons. (Now the site of a DSFM High 
School). The deer of St. Boniface and St. Vital grazed in the former farm fields between St. Anne’s Rd. 
and the Seine. SOS members walked their dogs through the long grass and watched as condos slowly 
made their way southwards towards the Perimeter Highway. They knew that in their lifetime the fields 
would be gone forever. Condos and apartments and acres and acres of asphalt parking lots would cover 
the land. Their quiet walks would be at an end. Or would they? 

   In 2001 then SOS President Harold Thwaites took my girlfriend and I on a winter walk from Creek Bend 
Rd. to the site of the future Shorehill Bridge. We saw the minimalist beauty of long grass standing tall in 
the hard crusted snow and the many deer tracks on the river. I was sold.  

www.saveourseine.com 



 

 

55 

In 2002 I joined my old friend (then new friend) Jules Legal at a city meeting to ask for an easement 
from the east-west South St. Vital trail (then known as the Golden Way after former councillor Al Golden) 
to the Seine River for a future trail connection. The City did not know what to make of this. In truth we 
should have appeared years before this point, but we did not know that at the time. We did not know 
much about zoning or development. We only knew that we wanted to keep what we had always had, the 
right to take a quiet walk alongside the Seine River at sunset. 

After many public meetings where dedicated SOS members like J.P Brunet essentially said the same thing 
over and over again Councillor Gord Steeves finally proved that he understood what we wanted. He asked 
Ernie Carriere, a City bureaucrat with a legendary memory, to help draft a zoning caveat. From that time 

forward all new developers working 
on projects along the Seine would 
have to pay for a public trail behind 
their properties. From then on the 
eventual building of the trail, while 
not assured, was possible. Still, 
members of SOS appeared at the 
many public meetings held for new 
schools, temples, condos, senior 
communities and apartments on St. 
Anne’s Rd. to make sure that the 
developers knew that the trail was 
coming. We got on first name basis 
with the City Clerks in no time. 

   In June of 2009 SOS formally ap-
plied for funding the Seine River 
Greenway South Trail. After heart-
breakingly failing to get funding the 
first time the funding was finally ob-
tained in the omnibus announcement 
in September. Next year the trail 
construction will begin. The new 
residents of St. Anne’s Rd., many of 
them people who had not known 
that the Seine River existed when 
this process began in 2001, will have 
the ability to bike or walk beside the 
river to the local shopping centre 
and to the new Bois-des-esprits 
Park, a park which SOS was also in-
strumental in creating in 2004. 

This is but one project out of 37. 
Every project has a similar story. 
Dozens of volunteers devoted hun-
dreds if not thousands of hours to 
each of these projects. The new St. 
Vital trail is a great achievement for 
Save Our Seine and for the entire 
Riel Community. As for me, I cannot 
wait to park my car and walk to Ex-
tra Foods to buy my bread and milk. 
That is all I ever wanted to do. 

www.saveourseine.com 
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Nearby residents and other visitors can now enjoy 
walking year round through Winnipeg’s finest natural 
forest, the lush Bois-Des-Esprit and the nearby Seine 
River. South St. Vital’s newest trail provides families, 
joggers, dog walkers, casual walkers and bikers with 
easy and convenient access to this recently estab-
lished urban forest even when the ground is wet or 
snow covered. 

Completed in June 2009, the 2 km long,  limestone 
covered trail meanders through the oak dominated 
Bois-Des-Esprit forest between John Bruce Road E 
and the Southglen Bridge providing splendid views of 
the Seine River at three locations and overlooking two 
of  areas ecologically significant oxbows. Trail users 
frequently see some of the forest’s resident deer 
population and hear the many bird species that live 
there. 

The trail is built above ground level to protect tree 
roots and its sides are covered by wood chips to ease 
the transition from the trail surface to the natural sur-
face. Care was taken in locating and building the trail 
to minimize the number of trees removed and  avoid 
damage to nearby standing trees. Drainage have 
been installed across the trail has also to avoid exces-
sive pooling after rainstorms. Its 1.8 metre width is 
sufficient to accommodate two to three people walk-
ing side by side, or walkers and / or bikers passing 
each other. 

Situated on the upland portion of the forest beyond 
the banks and lowlands that surround the Seine 
River, this trail is a key feature in the management 
plan for Bois-Des-Esprit which sought to ensure the 
long term sustainability of the forest. This plan was 
developed in 2007 during a year long process led by 
the City of Winnipeg’s Property and Planning Depart-
ment that included participation of experts, Save Our 
Seine, neighbourhood groups, local area schools, and 
recreational associations. 

New Trail in Bois-Des-Esprits 

One of key steps in BDE development plan 

Denis DePape—SOS Vice President 

Trail has Special Significance for SOS 

For SOS, the new trail through Bois Des 
Esprit is the culmination of 6 years of 
sustained advocacy, fund raising and 
effort that have resulted in:   

• 117 acres of pristine urban forest 
saved from suburban development 

• Developement of a management plan 
to ensure sustainability 

• A primary trail to facilitate visitor 
use while preserving the sensitive 
area near the Seine River 

Special thanks to:  

• Bev Sawchuk, former SOS president, 
who spearheaded our efforts to save the 
Bois des Esprit forest, 

• Tammy Rutherford, former SOS 
president, who led SOS’s participation in 
the management planning process 

• Dave Venema, current SOS treas-
urer, who helped with on the ground sit-
ing of the new trail. 

If you would like a guided tour of the 
trail and Bois Des Esprit forest, includ-
ing a visit to Woody the Spirit tree; Denis 
De Pape, SOS Vice President would be 
pleased to take you. You can contact 
Denis at dadepape@mts.net or 257-
3408. See the SOS Website for a trail 
location map.  

www.saveourseine.com 
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Trail Intended to Promote Sustainability 

Participants in the planning process recognized 
that use of the forest had increased dramatically 
in the past few years and anticipated that many 
times more people will be using the forest in the 
future as it its profile rises and the new Royal-
wood residents become more aware of it.  
These high usage levels were a potential threat 
to the ecological integrity of the forest, particu-
larly in the sensitive and critical riparian areas 
near the river where usage was most concen-
trated. The planning process determined that a 
primary path located away from river bank on 
the upland forest was the best way to handle 
the increased use of the forest while protecting 
the river and river bank over the long term. This 
approach would divert some of the traffic going 
through the forest away from this ecologically 
significant area as more and more people go 
through Bois des Esprit. 

During 2008, The City of Winnipeg followed up 
on the Bois-Des-Esprits management plan by 
making available $200,000 of funding to build 
the recommended primary trail. Shelmerdines, 
the contractor chosen to build the project,  be-
gan construction in December 2008. The City 
Naturalist office and a member of the SOS 
Board of Directors worked closely with the 
City’s contractor to minimize the number of 
trees, in particular oaks  that had to be re-
moved. 

Bois des Esprit Hosts International Trails 
Day 

Over 150 visitors discovered the trail for the 
first time on June 6, 2009 at an International 
Trial Day event co-sponsored by Save Our 
Seine, Winnipeg Trail Association, Bishop 
Grandin Greenway Inc. and others. The event 
included walks through Bois Des Esprit along 
the nearly completed trail. See the following ar-
ticle for more perspective on Trails Day from 
SOS President Dave Watson. 

 

Above: Denis DePape (SOS VP) waits to lead walks through BDE. 
Bottom Right: Our friends from Manitoba Wildlife Rehabilitation 
brought a beautiful Great Horned Owl 
Bottom Left: L’Union Nationale Metisse St Joseph ox cart and flag 
display 

www.saveourseine.com 
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A few years ago some citizens of St. Vital decided that the Bishop Grandin Highway, the four 

lane almost-expressway that bisects St. Vital, had potential as a Greenway, a sustainable eco-

logical community. In truth, the idea did not grab me at the time. To me Bishop Grandin was 

sad to behold, the fondly remembered farm fields of my youth transformed into asphalt and 

concrete. This was no Arcadian, pastoral grass meadow, this was a freeway! Saving the much 

abused Seine River was a much better use of my time it seemed to me, as it at least had a le-

gitimate history as a river before it became a garbage filled ditch in the 1970s. 

I now admit that I was wrong. After seeing the red-winged blackbirds sitting atop the swaying 

bull-rushes in the retention pond beside the road, ducks swimming on its cool surface, I realize 

that it is an eco-system in its own right. The Bishop Grandin Greenway (BGG) is a piece of na-

ture improbably encapsulated in our sprawling southern suburbs. I do not know if the frustrated 

drivers waiting in line to cross the Fort Garry Bridge see the singing birds on the bull-rushes. I 

do not know if they gauge how windy the day is by timing the arc of the swaying prairie 

grasses. I do not know if they imagine a time before highways, before farm fields even, when 

this was the land of Louis Riel’s family and friends turning over thick grass sod to grow their 

first crops. But if they want to, they can. 

On International trails Day, June 6, 2009 a 

piece of public art, an improbable, many times 

life size moose antler, was unveiled on the 

Bishop Grandin Greenway. Children  sat in the 

cup of the giant horn. Audacious in execution it 

matches the audacity of the people who helped 

make the Greenway a reality. After the presen-

tation of the artwork Save Our Seine (SOS) 

contributed to the day by putting on a barbe-

que at John Bruce Park.  

Like the Riel the Bruces were a Métis farming 

family. (How Jean Bruce became John Bruce I 

have no idea.) While my friends cooked locally produced smokies and hot dogs on a charcoal 

BBQ I donned rubber gloves and helped give out the food to over 170 people. Most of the peo-

ple were well groomed supporters of the arts, supporters of SOS or BGG, supporters of this or 

that. But one hand first caught my attention.  

Reflections on Trails Day 

Art, Nature and Hunger 

David Watson —SOS President 

Above: Giant moose antlers unveiled at Bishop Grandin Greenway 

site kicked off the day. 

www.saveourseine.com 
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The fingernails were cut brutally short, the calluses blackened 

with dirt. This was the hand of a working man. Then a father 

and daughter appeared before me in the line. As thin as a teen-

ager he was wearing a faded but clean work shirt. His blue 

jeans did not have many washes left in them. His petite, blonde 

daughter was not wearing clothes from the Gap, even I could 

tell that. He asked for hot dogs for himself and his daughter, 

and a smokie for his wife.  

They came back for seconds a few minutes later. I never saw 

any wife as they quietly sat on the grass and ate their meal 

near the great horned owl that was brought in for the crowd to 

appreciate. I then realized that they were there for the free food, really, not to appreciate art or 

nature. Hunger knows no boundaries, it is found even amidst the horn of plenty of suburbia. In 

its own way "the field" in St. Vital had helped to feed yet another family. Food, art, nature, 

transportation, we set these arbitrary boundaries. Despite our ages and backgrounds we are all 

children who want to sneak away and play in the field after a good meal. We are all the children 

we were before suburbia separated us and put us into our solitary cars and mini-vans. It had 

been a good day on the Bishop Grandin Greenway. Thanks, BGG!  

Above: Hungry walkers line up for some bbq 

Top Right: SOS Board member Darren Fast (left) assists our hired cook 

Below: SOS President Dave Watson dishes out smokies 

SOS wishes to thank the following organizations who helped make Trails Day a huge success! 

www.saveourseine.com 
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This fall the Manitoba Floodway Authority 

(MFA) is improving the inlet to the siphon 

to improve flow conditions on the Seine 

River through Winnipeg.  This project, val-

ued near $2.5 million will be used to offset 

a portion of the fish habitat destruction re-

sulting from the floodway expansion pro-

ject.  The improvements will reduce the 

amount of flow currently being diverted to 

the Floodway and increase river flow 

through Winnipeg.  This will have a positive 

effect on water levels, navigability, water 

quality and fish habitat. 

When the Red River Floodway was con-

structed in the 1960’s it intersected the 

Seine River.  The Seine River flows downstream through a siphon that was constructed under 

the floodway.  For many years SOS has identified a number of problems with the inlet and rec-

ommended that improvements be made to the siphon inlet.  The following problems were iden-

tified by SOS and the improvements are being made by the MFA: 

Trashrack Regularly Plugs With Debris -  

The siphon inlet has a vertical steel grate with 

narrow openings.  This grate is often plugged 

with woody debris, cattails, weeds and gar-

bage.  Turtles have also been found impinged 

and killed on the grate.  The debris accumula-

tion plugs the grate resulting in the diversion 

of river flow into the Floodway and reduction 

of flows into the Seine River.  SOS volunteers 

have regularly removed debris from the trash-

rack to maintain river flows on the river.  To 

mitigate this issue the MFA is constructing a 

“parabolic” trashrack that will minimize debris accumulation.  A floating boom upstream of the 

inlet will also catch debris. 

Floodway Siphon Improvements 

Long awaited improvements close to $2.5 million 

Marc St-Laurent—SOS Board Member 

Outlet into city 

Original Seine 

Inlet to Seine 
River Siphon 

Floodway 

www.saveourseine.com 

Top: Aerial view of the floodway siphon. 

Above: Turtle which fell victim to the previous plugged trash rack. 
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Water Diverts Into Floodway When Trash Rack Plugs - When the water level at the siphon 

inlet reaches a certain point it flows over a sharp crested weir and flows through four culverts 

into the Floodway.  SOS has recommended that the elevation of the weir be raised or stop logs 

be added to reduce flow diverted to the Floodway.  It was also pointed out that the Grand 

Pointe Diversion causes the overflow weir to at the siphon to offer a redundant level of flood 

protection that is no longer required.  To mitigate this issue the MFA is closing three of the four 

culverts, raising the elevation of the weir, and modifying the weir so that stop logs could be 

added in the future.  The stop logs provide flexibility to manage the amount of flow diverted 

into the siphon. 

Backing up of Red River into Seine River through Overflow Weir - During the spring of 

2009 a significant amount of the Red River was diverted through the Floodway.  The water level 

in the floodway was higher than the Seine River causing water to flow out of the floodway, 

through the overflow weir and into the Seine River.  The MFA constructed a temporary coffer-

dam across the Seine River to stop this “leak” from the Floodway.  During this period all of the 

upstream Seine River was being diverted 

to the Floodway at the Grand Point Di-

version at Highway 59.  All flow in the 

Seine River through Winnipeg was Red 

River water from the Floodway.  To miti-

gate this issue and prevent this future 

“leak” from the Floodway a shut off 

valve is being added to the inlet struc-

ture. 

Although it has taken many years for the 

siphon inlet to be improved, SOS is 

grateful to see these improvements be-

ing made.  Most notably less water will 

be diverted into the Floodway and more 

through Winnipeg.  The modifications to 

the siphon will not improve conditions 

during very low flow conditions as no 

water was being diverted to the Flood-

way with the original siphon inlet.  Modi-

fications are expected to be completed 

by the end of 2009. 

Stay tuned for updates on the flood-

way siphon modifications on our 

website and the next newsletter. 

Floodway 
Overflow Weir into 

Floodway 

Inlet to Seine 
River Siphon 

Overflow Weir 
into Floodway 

Water Overflowing 
into Floodway 

Inlet to Seine 
River Siphon 

www.saveourseine.com 
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There is great news for citizens who are familiar with the ca-
reer and accomplishments of Gabrielle Roy. Born and raised 
in Saint-Boniface on rue Deschambault Ms Roy has gained 
national and international recognition for her work as an au-
thor. 

The board of SOS is having discussions about the creation of 
a park in honor of internationally known author Gabrielle Roy. 
This park would be located on the banks of the Seine River in 
Saint- Boniface. Gabrielle Roy was born and raised in this 
neighborhood and the original house where she grew up has 
been transformed into a magnificent museum at 375 rue 
Deschambault . 

The creation of this park is a great idea and would coincide 
well with the improvements and projects that are taking place 
along the Seine River in St. Boniface. 

The board of SOS is inviting the members of the community to share their ideas about the de-
sign and creation of this park and welcoming any volunteers who wish to partake in the devel-
opment process.  

You are invited to send your comments to saveourseine@gmail.com. 

New park honouring Gabrielle Roy  

Echoes of our past grow louder 

Denis Gautron—SOS Board Member 

www.saveourseine.com 

On Sunday September 27, 2009 the staff and families of Dillon Consulting Ltd. took part in a 
shoreline cleanup event as part of the TD Canada Trust Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup 
Event. The cleanup location chosen was at Notre Dame Park East (corner of Notre Dame St and 
Nadeau St) on the Seine River. About 20 people collect 375 pounds of garbage in 18 bags (plus 
a couple heavier loose items). The event was a great success. 
 
For more information on putting on similar events with your company or organization please go 
to  
http://www.vanaqua.org/cleanup/organize.php 
 
Thanks to Greg Blatz and to everyone at the Winnipeg offices of Dillon Consulting for 
helping to restore the Seine River. 

TD Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup 

Dillon Consulting joins nationwide event 

Dave Watson—SOS President 
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Eco University in Bois-Des-Esprits 

Environmental education of inner city youth 

Cameron Regier —SOS Board Member 

This summer, the BDE hosted hundreds of kids for a one of a kind experience with nature. Eco-

U Kid’s Camp is an initiative that is put on by the Winnipeg Aboriginal Sports Achievement Cen-

tre (WASAC) and the University of Winnipeg.  The camp’s mandate is threefold:  

1. To provide kid’s that wouldn’t otherwise get the opportunity to take part in summer recrea-

tion programs an opportunity to do so 

2. Teach the kid’s about the environment 

3. Introduce them to the University of Winnipeg, so that they feel like they belong to the uni-

versity community, and hopefully be more likely to pursue a post-secondary education  

Eco U recruits kids from the Winnipeg School Division, Seven Oaks School Division, and River 

East-Transcona.  The camp runs for 4 weeks in the summer and each week a different group of 

kids come to camp. This summer approximately 150 kids/week attended, which amounts to 

600 in total.  

The program runs out of the Sargent Park Arena. Daily activities include crafts (which use recy-

cled material), an oil spill science experiment, lots of active games, cultural activities (like 

learning the Red River Jig), a GPS scavenger hunt (using GPS devices generously loaned), and 

swimming each day at the Cindy Klassen Recreation Complex.  Also, each day a group of the 

kids are sent to the Bois-du-Esprit.  In the forest they take part in a picture scavenger hunt in 

which they are given a book of things to look for in the forest and cameras to take pictures of 

what they find. This was the first year for the Eco U in the BDE. 

“What an amazing urban forest!  I was very excited to have the opportunity to introduce our 

kid’s to such a dynamic ecosystem within the parameters of our city.“  

           - Brittany Hilton, Coordinator, Eco U 

 

Thanks to former SOS president Bev 

Sawchuk for introducing Brittany to the 

forest and to Brittany for pictures and 

material on the Eco U. 

 

 

www.saveourseine.com 
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As far back as 1992, Save Our Seine members expressed concern about a shingle manufactur-

ing facility in the St Boniface area. Sludge had been seen for years on the surface of the river 

near the facility. During a tree planting on the banks near the site, SOS and volunteers played 

trial and error digging holes until they found one that didn’t hit shingles. Those trees eventually 

withered and died. 

According to several investigations undertaken as far back as 1995, there was confirmed shal-

low soil and groundwater contamination along with tarry material present on the site, beneath 

the sediment under the river as well as contamination of the river itself. This was a confirmation 

of SOS’ worst fears. 

SOS worked nearly 15 years attempting to keep this site on the front burner of politicians and 

Manitoba Conservation priority list, and remediation was finally announced in 2008. The Seine 

River has been successfully diverted at the former IKO Site and the remediation and restoration 

is well underway. 

The remediation project is one of, if not the largest de-

contamination effort ever undertaken in Manitoba. 

Manitoba Conservation had to develop a protocol spe-

cifically for the project for dealing with each level of 

contamination. The remediation will involve excavation 

and disposal of contaminated soil and sediment then 

backfilling with clean materials. This may seem like a 

straight forward task, but it becomes complicated be-

cause the coal tar actually migrated under the riverbed. 

Over a period of nearly 100 years, the coal tar was able 

to seep under the river between the river bottom and a 

layer of good old Manitoba clay. Up to 15% of the con-

taminants actually migrated all the way under the river 

and up the west riverbank. The contamination zone 

stretched from the factory site on the east bank across 

the river and nearly 20 metres into the west bank. 

 

IKO Site Remediation  

Out with the tar, in with the new 

Cameron Regier —SOS Board Member 

Temporary diversion channel (Winnipeg Free Press) 
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Since the contaminated zone stretched under the 

river and onto the far bank, diversion and excavation 

of the river bottom itself was necessary. This took 

place in September and canoeists were directed to a 

portage. A “fish rescue” was conducted when the 

channel was capped. In a few hundred meter chan-

nel they found 20 fish comprising 9 species; includ-

ing jack, bass, bullhead, crappy and loads of cray-

fish. These fish were returned to the diverted river 

and free to roam the temporary channel and recon-

nect with the Seine. 

The project involves a lot of excavation and removal 

of soil and vegetation, and unfortunately a lot of de-

struction of the riverbed and surrounding riparian 

area. 48,000 tones of soil was removed from up-

lands, floodplain and beneath the river. Each load 

was classified into 8 categories, the worst of which 

was sent to a Sarnia site for treatment and disposal. 

The riverbed and banks will be filled and recon-

structed, and the true transformation will begin. Part 

of the remediation project involves reconstruction of 

the riparian zone, including planting of native species 

and even the creation of small wetlands adjacent to 

the river. Incorporated in the project will be reloca-

tion of the soggy stretch of the St Boniface trail 

which paralleled the site (often flooded into June) to 

higher ground. SOS is eager to see this part of the 

project come to fruition, and will work with the con-

sultant and the City Naturalist to ensure the Seine is 

returned to its former beauty. 

And finally, the cost? Conestoga Rovers & Associates 

(CRA); the consultant undertaking the remediation, 

says “tens of millions.” Less than $50 million is all 

representatives can say. Very few projects have 

been on the SOS plate as long as the IKO site, and none have been of this scale, both physi-

cally and financially.  SOS can indeed   take this project as a mission accomplished.  

Thanks to CRA for meeting with SOS and neighbors at the site to discuss the project 

Top: Diversion channel being lined with geo-textile to pre-
vent erosion. 
Middle: Several backhoes in action. 
Bottom: While one truck is filled, several more lie in wait. 
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Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 

     (DONOR’S NAME)      

Address: __________________________________________________  

 

City:_____________________      Email:_____________________________________ 

    (ADDRESS FOR TAX RECEIPT RETURN) 

SAVE  OUR  SEINE   2009   DONATION   FORM 
Please Mail to:  

Save Our Seine 

Box 83,   208 Provencher 
Blvd.  

Winnipeg, Manitoba     

R2H 3B4 

SOS depends on community volunteers and community contributions to help protect, 

preserve and enhance the Seine River Environment through education, awareness and 

hands-on participation.  

All of the activities of SOS throughout the year require funding, including this newslet-

ter, organizing walks and events, our new hydrometric monitoring program or the con-

tinued success of the Green team. A lot of these costs are not covered by grants and we 

rely on generous donations from the friends of SOS to keep these activities going. 

Your contribution assists SOS in enabling all citizens to reconnect with their local envi-

ronment!   

For any donation inquiries please email 

saveourseine@gmail.com or call 470-9247 

You can also donate online at 

www.canadahelps.org 

Save Our Seine needs your help!  

Did you know…. 

If you donate to the United Way 
at work you can allocate a por-
tion to SOS. Speak to your pay-
roll administrator! 

I would like to receive the newsletter by mail. 

I would like to receive the newsletter by email. 

I would be interested in volunteering for SOS in the 

following activities: __________________________ 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 


