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SOS wishes to thank this evening’s sponsors: 

Gold Level Sponsors 

Platinum Level Sponsors 

Silver Level Sponsors 

Bronze Level Sponsors 



Seine River Supporter 

And many thanks to: 

 ®  

Janice Lukes Walter Mirosh Robert LeClaire 

Bijou Treasures 

Paul Desrosiers 

Our musicians for the evening Christine Mazur and David Labovich   

Guest Speakers JP Brunet and David Danyluk 

Master of Ceremonies Denis DePape 

Production of Event Program Cameron Regier 

 

And most of all, without whom this evening would not have happened,  

Event Coordinators, Lou Lepine and Bev Sawchuk! 



SOS Presidents 

Peg Venables 
Egerton Road resident, chaired the original 

SOS stewardship committee. 

Jean Dunmire 
First president after incorporation, authored 

position papers to the three levels of  

government. 

Robert Tinker Continued annual cleanups, St Boniface  

Interpretive Trail was initiated. 

JP Brunet Work continued on the St Boniface interpre-

tive trail network, removal of huge concrete 

blocks in river. 

Harold Thwaites Secured funding for riffles projects at many 

sites along the river, aimed to improve water 

levels. 

Jules Legal Established vision of the Seine River Green-

way, a network of trail running the length of 

the river, obtained funding for BDE Park Plan 

Bev Sawchuk Crusade to save Bois-des-esprits, brought SOS 

to the media‟s attention and rallied politicians 

behind the cause. 

Suzanne Gessler Over 100 canoes on the Seine river for     

Canada Rivers Day event, completion of Seine 

river Greenway Map.  

Tammy Rutherford Management plan developed for Bois-des-

esprits as well as funding for the trail network. 

David Watson Secured funding from three levels of  

government for South Winnipeg trail, major 

floodway siphon improvements. 



When you can, look outside the many windows of this beautiful room. (Thank you Seine 

River Retirement Residence for our use of it). Maybe you see this fall‟s leaves stubbornly 

holding onto the branches of the trees outside. Maybe you see a flock of Canada geese, 

their wings awkwardly extended, angling sharply downwards out of sight. Maybe you see a 

curious deer walking by on her way to visit the bird feeder. Maybe you see long grasses 

bowing to unseen winds. Maybe you see a small river reflecting the fading Western sun 

back towards you. Maybe you see none of that. Take my word for it, “a river lies waiting to 

be discovered” right outside this room whenever you have the chance. 

 

Look at the people around you. Bob, the man taking photographs, used to be the President 

of Save Our Seine. He signed our incorporation papers in 1994. (I know, that‟s only 16 

years ago. It‟s complicated.) Christine, the lady taking a break after playing her violin for 

you, used to be on the Board of SOS. Most of the people sitting around you have some 

connection to the Seine River and to the group of citizens that started twenty years ago to 

help protect it. (Well, it was actually over twenty years ago. It‟s complicated.) Rivers do not 

know dates, they do not know anniversaries, they only know seasons. 

 

The building we are sitting in is almost brand new. It may not be here a hundred years 

from now. We can all do good things in our lifetimes, raise families, help build better cities, 

create jobs and businesses, but we will all be gone in 2110. The Seine River will still be 

here. There will be birds and fish and deer in this little valley. The people in this room 

made sure of that. If we made a plaque it would eventually disappear. If we made a cairn it 

would tumble down. 

 

Rivers know only seasons, not years. 

 

The people in this room joined together to do something rare. They have helped to pre-

serve something that for ten thousand years was totally sustainable, that had no need of us, 

but now it does. When the Seine River needed friends, it got them. 

 

Thank you for being the little river‟s friend. 

 

Thank you for helping to preserve something that will certainly outlive us all. 

Enjoy your evening. 

 

- David Watson, Current SOS President 

A Word From The President 



Imagine a place only minutes from a busy downtown core, where 

you may be reminded of the history of the First Nations people, 

the voyageurs, the Métis and the French Canadians including  

legendary, Jean-Baptiste Lagimodière and his wife Marie-Anne 

Gaboury - the first white woman to settle in the West. Imagine a 

place inextricably linked to Lord Selkirk and the beginnings of the 

Red River Settlement. A place that serves as testament to the  

difficult transition of the era of the fur-trade to colonization and  

agriculture as a way of life. A place which speaks of the multi-

national mosaic of early Euro-Canadians, the des Meurons  

Regiment and the Catholic Missions. 

 

To hear the echoes of this place is to hear a Province being born. 

A place where the Métis leader and the Father of Manitoba, Louis 

Riel is born. A site where the Countess of Dufferin, the first  

locomotive in Western Canada is first delivered. Imagine a place 

whose history has not only helped to define St. Boniface,  

Winnipeg and Manitoba, but also Western Canada.  

 

- JP Brunet, Former SOS President 

 

 

 

Above: Engraving, circa 1807, depicting meeting 

of Marie-Anne and Jean-Baptiste Lagimodière 

with First Nations people  

Above: The Countess of Dufferin was the first steam 

locomotive to operate in the Canadian prairie provinces  

Above: Louis Riel, father of  

Manitoba, was born on the banks of 

the Seine 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Baptiste_Lagimodi%C3%A8re
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steam_locomotive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steam_locomotive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steam_locomotive


Now imagine a veritable boom town has grown around the Seine 

and its big sisters, the Red and the Assiniboine Rivers. Industry and 

families alike have become her neighbours. And slowly, the stately 

Seine has been forgotten. Roads and railways have transformed rivers 

from the main means of transportation into topographical features on 

a city planner‟s map and engineering challenges; something to be di-

verted, filled or leap-frogged with a bridge. And in many cases, a place 

to dump unwanted by-products of a growing city: lumber, concrete, 

chemicals and even appliances, machinery and vehicles.  

 

Imagine a garbage dump by any other name, and a river runs 

through it. This is the Seine river in the late 1980s.  
 

Above: Engraving, circa 1807, depicting meeting 

of Marie-Anne and Jean-Baptiste Lagimodière 

with First Nations people  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Baptiste_Lagimodi%C3%A8re
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Nations


Some years, the river didn‟t seem to show up at all. Some years, 

you wished it didn‟t. Low flows often made the river impassable by 

canoe, but also stagnated the river. The Seine was a stinky, rotting 

mess. The low water levels didn‟t help wash away other unpleasant 

compounds quietly being dumped and diverted into the Seine. 

Residents reported the river smelling of chemicals and various 

forms of petroleum; oil, gasoline, bitumen. 

Top Right: The Seine slowed to a trickle with garbage piling up 

on the banks. 

Bottom Right: Low water and stagnation caused algae blooms 

and stinky muck. 

Below: The Seine became home to all manner of junk.  

Forgotten was the Seine‟s importance in Manitoba‟s history. 

Nearly 200 years after hosting the first settlement in the prairies, 

the Seine was a choked, smelly and garbage-filled river dying a 

slow death. Would there come a final straw for the Seine? Would 

it become more „economical‟ to simply bring in earth-moving 

equipment and silence the historic river? Would the Seine simply 

die a quiet death? 

 

Would anyone save our Seine River? 

 



The northern part of the Seine river near the “Little Forks”, as the 

junction of the Red and Seine are often called, holds the distinction as 

arguably the most historically significant portion of the Seine river, at 

least in the portion that passes through Winnipeg today. However, for 

the modern Seine, the most influential stretch might be a quiet street 

paralleling the river in what is now referred to as the neighbourhood 

of Old St. Vital.     

 

Egerton Road. Properties along the east side of Egerton back onto the 

Seine River with modest houses; in some places hundreds of feet of 

trees and river bottom forest between them and the river. A waterside 

retreat. A place to raise a family. A place to feel the pulse of a river 

and experience wildlife without even leaving the city. And in the later 

part of the 1900s, a place of growing concern. 

 

Neighbours began to talk. Meetings were held. Something had to be 

done. The river could not be left to die, a casualty of the growth of a 

city. Apathy was no longer welcome here. 

 

Under an appropriate acronym; a cry for help, a tenacious group of 

neighbours set their eyes on a lofty goal. To save the Seine River. 

 

SOS was born!  
 

 



The crusaders for the Seine river were originally known as Save 

Our Seine River Residents committee. Chaired by Peg Venables, 

the SOS group staged the first community river clean up on Octo-

ber 13, 1990 (the original flyer appears on the previous page). 

Block champions were elected, the Manitoba Naturalist Society, 

the girl guides and various members of the community were re-

cruited. What they lacked in fanfare, shining armour or white 

horses, they made up for with hard work and determination. Un-

doing nearly 100 years of neglect and abuse would need plenty of 

both.  

Top Left: Eva Barmeier (right) tends the first SOS clean up table 

with refreshments for hard workers. 

Above: Clean-up crew with former SOS President JP Brunet (far 

right kneeling). 

Bottom left: Former Lt Governor W. Yvon Dumont (in river with 

hat), friend Nelson Sanderson and their teenage sons clear a log-

jam. 

Below: Amazing things came out of the Seine year after year, in-

cluding an almost complete vehicle frame seen here. 



Above: Former SOS president Jules Legal takes a log-jam to task. 

Top right: Shirley Render, the former MLA for the Environment 

beside Peg Venables (in yellow) with original (and current) SOS 

board member Will Barmeier (far right).  

Right: Clearing log-jams during low water levels. 

Bottom right: Will Barmeier secures a line to a log to be dragged 

out by a team on the banks above. 

Below: Just a sample of the refuse pulled out of the river.  



Top Left: 2010 Green Team members (from left) Kayla, Shelby and David (middle, on 

log) were joined spontaneously by a group of local youth while cleaning the river. 

Middle: The Green Team canoe doubles as a garbage barge. 

Top right: Green Teamers posing with a pile of garbage almost as large as the van; the 

product of just a single day of work around the Provencher bridge. 

Left: The first SOS Green Team in 1994; Emma (foreground), Eric and Anna in the river.  

Bottom Right: A waterlogged mattress muscled out of the river by the Green Team. 

In 1994 the Save our Seine River Residents Committee became 

officially know as Save Our Seine River Environment  

Incorporated. After 4 years of work on the river it was time to step 

up operations. In the summer of 1994, SOS received funding to 

hire 10 youths for several months to aid in the clean-up opera-

tions. The first year, this group wrapped 1,000 trees to prevent 

damage from beavers and cleared the river from Fermor all the 

way to Archibald. The SOS Green Team has been a fixture ever 

since, employing a minimum of four youth each summer to do a 

lot of the dirty work in the fight to keep the Seine river clean. 



Above: The SOS Barge, dubbed “Le Métis”, captained by former Lt.  

Governor W. Yvon Dumont with crewman Nelson Sanderson. 

Top right: Tree planting at Gaboury Lagimodière park with the late  

MP Ron Duhamel and W. Yvon Dumont (in costume) for “Rooting for  

Canada”. 

Right: Students mark storm drains to indicate fish live downstream. 

Below: Canoe gathering on the Seine for “Rooting For Canada”. 

Throughout the years, SOS ensured the community was engaged 

and involved in the activities it undertook. After all, SOS began as a 

committee of neighbours who intended to remain a transparent and 

accessible group with their roots firmly planted in the community. 

Through hiring of local youth for the Green Team, community clean 

ups, tree plantings, partnerships with local cultural groups, businesses, 

government, foundations or schools, SOS made many lasting friends 

in the Winnipeg community.  



Top Left: Diversion channel being lined with geo-textile to prevent erosion. The river was diverted into this channel for months while excava-

tion took place on the original river bed and shoreline.  

Top Right: While one truck is filled, several more lie in wait. Thousands of trucks carted contaminated soil as far as Sarnia, Ontario to be dis-

posed. 

Bottom Right: St. Boniface Councillor Dan Vandal, SOS President Dave Watson, Garth Forsyth of BramCal Productions, Manitoba Minister 

of Conservation  Bill Blaikie and Sam Visnic of Honeywell plant the ceremonial first tree in Sept 2010. 

Bottom Left: SOS volunteers plant the first 100 native Manitoba trees that will help to restore the river bank to its former glory. 

Significant SOS Projects: IKO Site 

Since the mid-1990‟s SOS had been lobbying the province and city to study the area near 

a former shingle manufacturing site in St Boniface. The river near the site often smelled of 

petroleum, and when volunteers attempted to plant trees, the holes they dug were full of 

shingles. The trees all died within a year. It took nearly 15 years of studies and dialogue, 

but in 2009 the current owner Honeywell, under the direction of Manitoba Conservation, 

undertook a remediation project costing tens of millions of dollars to divert the river, re-

move approximately 148,000 tonnes of contaminated soil and then reconstruct and re-

vegetate the site. In September 2010, the first 100 trees were planted with SOS volunteers. 

(For more info, see our 2009 Fall-Winter Newsletter). 



Significant SOS Projects: Floodway Siphon 

The floodway siphon was another project that consumed SOS nearly since its inception. 

With the construction of the floodway in the 1970s, the natural path of the Seine was cut 

off and a siphon that took the river under the floodway and back out the other side was 

constructed. In the mid 1990s it appeared the siphon was leaking into the floodway, bleed-

ing precious water from the Seine running through the city. The inlet structure was also 

prone to clogging, was a fish barrier and impediment to turtles. Some years the river ran dry 

in the city. SOS lobbied the prov-

ince to investigate and fix the si-

phon for many years. In 1999 they 

got their wish; the siphon was fixed. 

The dream was short lived. 

 

In the early 2000s the siphon was 

leaking again. When the floodway 

was dry elsewhere, a pool of water 

appeared above the portion which 

the Seine ran under. The river 

again began to suffer during peri-

ods of low rainfall, with a steady 

stream entering the siphon and a 

pitiful trickle exiting. The same 

inlet structure remained, routinely 

clogging and choking flow. 

 

In 2009, the Manitoba Floodway 

Authority undertook a massive 

overhaul of the siphon inlet struc-

ture. The weir to the floodway was 

raised, diverting more flow into the 

Seine and a trash rack which pre-

vented clogs was installed along 

with other features designed to im-

prove flow into the Seine. The en-

tire project cost nearly $2.5 million 

and aimed to more than double 

the average flow conditions (For 

more info, see our 2009 Fall-
Winter and 2010 Spring Newslet-

ter) 

New Trash Rack 

Inlet to Seine 

Floodway Safety Metal 

Overflow 

Metal 

Floodway 

Overflow Weir 

Inlet to Seine 

Above: Original siphon inlet structure. Note large overflow weir into floodway and 

small trash rack prone to plugging with debris. 

Below: Upgraded floodway inlet structure with improved trash rack and safety fea-

tures. 



Significant SOS Projects: Bois-des-esprits 

For the current SOS board, there is likely no greater feather in the cap than the jewel that 

is the “forest of spirits”, the Bois-des-esprits. No single issue in SOS‟ history took more out 

of its board than the fight to save the nearly 120 acre forest from development. What fol-

lows is only a brief telling of a saga that consumed the majority of the last 10 years for SOS. 

 

Based on a 2001 conceptual study funded by Western Diversification, which the City, 

Ladco and SOS all participated in, it was proposed to create an interpretive center, walking 

trails and canoe launches in and around the Bois-des-esprits. 

The majority of the forest paralleling south St. Anne‟s Road 

was Grade A habitat— virtually undisturbed with a maximum 

sensitivity to disturbance. It contained 24 mammal species, 

149 bird species, 25 fish species plus amphibians and reptiles, 

as well as 180+ different plants in 4 types of habitat: wetland, 

river bottom forest, upland forest and tall grass prairie.  

 

A purchase agreement dating back to 1989 indicated that 

Ladco owned 64% of the land, and the province another 

38%. In the early 2000s housing lots were selling at a fever 

pitch, and Ladco was eager to cash in on its planned south St 

Vital neighbourhood, Royalwood. 

 

SOS, led by then president Bev Sawchuk, aimed to purchase 

the land with a price tag pegged at $2.3 million. The city 

chipped in $1 million and committed to match any  

donations up to $600,000. That left over $700,000 for SOS to 

raise by a deadline of December 31, 2002. 

 

On Easter Sunday, in April 2002, bulldozers were seen in the forest, illegally clearing a 

huge swath through the forest. The developer claimed it was intended to allow surveyors ac-

cess to the site of an intended future bridge; SOS was incensed that the site had not even 

received approval for development. Informed by the City that they did not have authoriza-

tion, the bulldozers were momentarily halted. 

 

Meanwhile the deadline to purchase the land was extended to December 31, 2003. In 2003 

SOS launched a postcard campaign which included breathtaking pictures of the forest. 

Members of the community were encouraged to indicate their support for the preservation 

of BDE by mailing the postcards to the premier. SOS still needed to raise over $600,000 to 

purchase the land. 

Above: White tailed deer fawn in BDE.  

Below: A turtle sunning itself on a log. 



Late in 2003 SOS received a lifeline. On December 30, literally one day before the dead-

line on the purchase ran out, the province announced along with the City the protection of 

66 acres and another 14 acres would not be developed until 2005. This saw about 80% of 

the Bois-des-esprits saved, a monumental victory!  

 

Now that SOS had preserved the land, it was time to go to work on a management plan. 

Under president Tammy Rutherford a massive study was undertaken. The plan studied the 

quality of land, sites suitable for trails, classification of ecosystems and cataloguing of the 

wildlife in the forest. 

 

The management plan was completed in 2007 and construction on a trail network began in 

2008. Care was taken in locating and building the trail to minimize the number of trees re-

moved and avoid damage to nearby standing trees. Nearly 2km of trail was completed in 

2009, and further trails and interpretive signage are planned. 

 

The Bois-des-esprits lives up to its 

name thanks to several talented carv-

ers. The most popular attraction in the 

forest is easily “Woody” the 3 meter 

tall tree spirit. Carved by Les Gens de 

Bois Woodcarving Club out of an elm 

destined for removal due to Dutch 

Elm disease, the tree was stripped and 

prepared to remove all disease. In 

2010 Woody appeared to be sprouting 

friends. With city approval, local 

carver Murray Watson began to carve 

smaller tree spirits out of dead trees in 

the forest. At last count there were 13, 

in addition to a large owl carving. See 

how many you can find! 

 

The Bois-des-esprits is a fantastic book 

end to 20 years of proof that a group 

of citizens can have incredible impact, 

and provides inspiration for further 

boards of SOS. 

 

 

 

Above: Woody the tree spirit is the ambassador to the Bois-des-esprits.  

Below: A tranquil scene in the Bois-des-esprits, belying the intense fight the took place 

to save the forest. 



After twenty years of amazing achievements, SOS continues to 

fight for the continued rehabilitation and protection of the river. 

Each year the Green Team still hits the river, pulling mattresses, 

shopping carts and washing machines out of the river, as they have 

done for fifteen years. Regular tree plantings occur and community 

clean ups are held.  A fantastic Seine River Greenway Map was 

produced in 2005, coordinated by Dave Danyluk, which contains 

beautiful hand-drawn images and information about the Seine and 

its natural, recreational and historical features. 

 

However, SOS is embarking on new territory as it begins its third 

decade. With the support of Manitoba Hydro, in 2009 a water 

monitoring program was initiated, which studies river levels and 

flows, capturing data with real time data loggers sunk in the river. 

SOS is embracing the digital age, encouraging the use of email for 

newsletters, starting a Facebook group and revamping its website.  

 

SOS is also investigating new opportunities with businesses and 

funding opportunities with the various levels of government. Major 

funding was just announced from the Manitoba Department of 

Water Stewardship to expand the hydrometric program to include 

water quality testing. As part of the funding, feasibility studies will 

be conducted on bringing more schools to the river with the goal 

of integration into lesson plans and school outings. The future 

members of SOS are sitting in those classrooms. 

 

Most of all, SOS will continue to be what it started out as twenty 

years ago; a group of ordinary people aiming to do extraordinary 

things. A river lies waiting to be discovered, and each one of us has 

many discoveries left to make. Let‟s see what the next twenty years 

holds.  

 

- Cameron Regier, SOS Board Member 



Top: 2010 Boxing Day Winter Walk.  

Top right: Janice Lukes (Winnipeg Trails Coordinator), President Dave Watson, MP Rod 

Bruinooge, Minister of Healthy Living Kerri Irvin-Ross and Councillor Gord Steeves at 

quarter million dollar funding announcement for trail from BDE south to the Perimeter. 

Right: 2010 Green Team poses at chainsaw training with David Lutes of Treewise. 

Bottom right: Board member Denis DePape assists with water level survey. 

Below: One group of thousands of inner city children who visited the BDE during Eco-U 

Above: Board member Marc St.Laurent and Mike Morris complete a river flow measure-

ment 

 



The International Coalition of Water Stewardship in the Red River Basin (Award Date Un-

known) 

 
Manitoba Sustainable Development‟s  Award of Excellence (1996) 

 
Federal Government of Canada‟s  Certificate of Environmental Citizenship (2000) 

First in Manitoba 

 

The Mayor‟s Volunteer Service Award for Environmental Stewardship (April 2004) 
St. Vital MLA, Nancy Allan, nominated SOS for the 2004 Mayor‟s Volunteer Service Award for 

the Environment "…To recognize the 1000 members and volunteers of SOS and their efforts to 

protect, preserve and enhance the Seine River Greenway." 

 

The Naturalists Society‟s Prairie Crocus Award (March 2004) 
This was the first time an organization received the honour in the award‟s 9 year history. The Prai-
rie Crocus Award is presented by the Society for outstanding service in preserving a part of Mani-

toba in its natural state.  

 

Manitoba Eco-Network‟s Group Award (2004) 
Presented “in recognition of significant efforts to protect, preserve and restore Manitoba‟s environ-
ment”, these annual awards are the environmental community‟s way of recognizing the commit-

ment, creativity and diligence of our peers and colleagues. 

 

Canadian Geographic‟s Canadian Environmental Award (June 1, 2004) 
SOS received the Award in the category of Restoration and Rehabilitation. SOS members traveled 
to Calgary to receive the honour at the gala dinner. The award was presented by then Federal Min-

ister of the Environment, David Anderson and the former CEO and President of Shell Canada, 

Linda Z. Cook. SOS was the first group in Manitoba to receive this prestigious national award. 

Save Our Seine Awards 

L-R, former SOS VP Marcel Ritchot, former SOS President Jules 

Legal,  SOS President Bev Sawchuk, SOS Coordinator Dave Dany-

luk, SOS Treasurer Jim Gyselinck and SOS VP Dave Watson at the 

award dinner held at Spruce Meadows, Calgary in 2004.  


